
Trudeau mum on city’s plea for aid
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The Justin Trudeau gov ern ment is refus ing to say if it will accept an invit a tion from Premier
Doug Ford and Mayor Olivia Chow to help �x Toronto’s pan demic-rav aged �n ances.
The Prime Min is ter’s o�ce and sta� for Deputy Prime Min is ter Chrys tia Free land, a Toronto
MP, would not say Tues day if they will accept an invit a tion issued Monday from Ford and
Chow after they met at Queen’s Park.
“Simply put, Toronto needs a new deal,” Ford told report ers after the meet ing, for the �rst
time pub licly agree ing with Chow that Toronto’s battered �n ances are struc tur ally unsus -
tain able, not the res ult of waste ful spend ing. “We need all levels of gov ern ment work ing
together. That’s why we’re urging the fed eral gov ern ment to meet us at the table by join ing
this ‘new deal’ work ing group. It’s cer tainly my expect a tion that any agree ment will include
addi tional �n an cial sup port from the fed eral gov ern ment.”
On Monday, a spokes per son for Free land emailed the Star: “The fed eral gov ern ment has been
— and will con tinue to be — a com mit ted part ner for the City of Toronto. We are pleased
today to see the Province of Ontario and the City of Toronto take steps to work together,
which is both appro pri ate and neces sary.”
Kath er ine Cupl in skas, however, has not respon ded to fol lowup requests for a dir ect answer as
to whether fed eral civil ser vants will join those from the city and Queen’s Park in the work ing
group focused on �x ing Toronto’s �n ances. Mohammad Hus sain, Trudeau’s press sec ret ary,
respon ded on Tues day: “Noth ing to add to (deputy prime min is ter’s) response.”
One Toronto Lib eral MP, however, said her gov ern ment needs to talk about put ting Toronto
and other cit ies on a stable �n an cial foot ing.
Julie Dzerow icz (Dav en port) said it’s import ant to note that the Trudeau gov ern ment has
made “his toric” invest ments in city infra struc ture and that Toronto’s most import ant rela -
tion ship is with the province “because there is such a depend ent rela tion ship in terms of
costs and ser vices.”
But, she added: “You can not have Canada’s largest city not know ing what ser vices are sup -
posed to be deliv er ing and whether or not they have the �n ances to be able to deliver on those
ser vices.”
“There will be a time, and I would argue for it to be sooner rather than later, that there will be
a role for the fed eral gov ern ment to have a dis cus sion about ensur ing that Canada’s largest
cit ies, includ ing the city of Toronto, have a long-term stable �scal frame work.”
Dis cus sions should include the pos sib il ity of Ott awa help ing to fund TTC oper a tions, in addi -
tion to help with transit con struc tion costs, she said.
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